
April 2021 Newsletter
Our Mission Statement
The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 
 of Coldwater, MI is to:
† Glorify  God by bringing others into Communion with Him,
† Nurture the spiritual, emotional, physical 
 and social needs of its congregation,
† Encourage faithful stewardship of the God given gifts of time, 
 talent, and substance, and
† Be sensitive to the needs of our greater community.

**Monthly Needs for 2021 budget

Needed Monthly to meet budget:$14,346.00

Needed weekly to meet budget $3,586.50

Annual Per Capita: payment   $3,680.00

**Financial Report from : **

March Income and Expenses

Income and Donations: $13,947.79

Payments and Payroll:  $14,390.85

Weekly giving~
2/28- $3,585.08
3/7- $5,039.66
3/14- $1,905.16
3/21-  $3,417.89

 * Church  Servers* 

Liturgist- April
April 4- Linda Stewart
April 11- Lorie Hershberger
April 18- Bruce Gregory
Aril 25- Tarina Macklem

Counters-April
Bob Stewart
Beth Montgomery
Jan Breckenridge

Liturgist- May
May 2- Bob Stewart
May 9- Beth Montgomery
May 16- Tarina Macklem
May 23- Bruce Gregory
May 30- Pete Metters

Counters-May
Julie Lewis
Tarina Macklem
Linda Parr Remember: 

Stewardship is more than financial giving....
It is a sense of thanksgiving for all that 
God has given us.

Sunday Schedule:

11:00 am Worship Service
No coffee or Social Hour at this time.

Sunday School Schedule:

Adult Sunday School meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 am at the church

The total 2021 per capita rate is $35.23 per person. 
That rate includes $8.98 for the Office of the General 
Assembly, $3.25 for the Synod of the Covenant and 
$23.00 for the presbytery.

    Finance Committee Report ~$$$$



         Happy, Blessed Holy Week and Easter to all of you!  My favorite time of year is upon us.  I am personally 
so glad to be living in the Northern Hemisphere where we see Spring in abundance at Easter time, underscoring 
Easter’s new birth and resurrection after a cold winter. It is tangible proof of Jesus’ rising from the dead to save 
us from our sins!  Alleluia Christ is Risen!
          How I LOVE serving Christ with you here at FPC!  YOU are a fantastic congregation-loving, generous, 
and faithful.
          As we embark upon the season of Spring and Eastertide we have  hopes of life returning to as near normal 
as possible.  We are looking at when we can have coffee fellowship again,  when we can gather for potlucks and 
picnics,  when we can get together for Team meetings.  Fellowship is such a huge part of the need for community 
that drives us and we have been without it for the most part for at least a year.  I can’t wait until I can shake each 
person’s hand, hug and hold people tightly again, in worship and in life outside of our sanctuary space.  I am 
hoping we will return to our name tags for a while so I can learn all the names to go with your faces. 
          Looking ahead, we will have a Maundy Thursday worship service in the Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, April 1 at 7:30 pm. This will be worship with Holy Communion and Foot Washing.  Ladies, please 
do not wear hose.  (All necessary items will be provided.) You will be paired up with your spouse, or with a 
friend if you are single.   We will have a noon Good Friday worship service in the sanctuary on 
Friday, April 2.  There will also be on the church’s front lawn outside of the office a cross and ribbons. Please 
stop by and place a ribbon on the cross. I hope you will all plan to attend both Holy Week services.  Easter will 
be at 11:00 am Sunday April 4 in the sanctuary.
We have a plan to visit the Tibbits Theatre for the Best of Broadway for an afternoon performance out of doors, 
Wednesday, June 23 at 2:00 pm.  Again, July 1, Thursday we will attend the Fantastics production,  July 23.   
Friday we will attend the Charlie Brown production.  August 5 we will attend “On Golden Pond”.    I hope 
we will gather as a group from FPC to enjoy these performances together.  All of these productions are held by 
Tibbits Theatre but they will be seen out of doors (for social distancing.)
          July 20 at 7:30 pm I will begin offering a once monthly Taize worship service in the sanctuary.  
Taize worship is not like our traditional worship but is incredibly lovely with lots of singing, prayers, 
silence and scripture.  (Come check it out.)
          Somewhere in there I hope we will get together for impromptu gatherings, picnics, potlucks and fellowship 
opportunities when it is safe to do so.
          We are made to be in community.  Our best example is God as the Three-in-One Godhead; Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  They live in community.  They are our witness, our strength, our compassion, and our faithful 
examples.  Community is greatly desired now that we have been living isolated for such a long time.  Let’s come 
together to celebrate,  beginning with Holy Week and Easter!  God bless each of you!
See you in church,
Susan



I have been reading Jill Duffield for quite some time.  She has been the editor of the Presbyterian Outlook mag-
azine and an author of what preachers might find in the lectionary passages each week. I can honestly say, with 
all the reading I do each week to prepare for sermons I look forward to hers the most.  Now she has written a 
book called “Lent in Plain Sight”.  It looks at 10 ordinary object that we would encounter in our daily lives that 
Jesus also encountered.  I would like us to look at 3 short passages about Palm Sunday and then Holy Week.
Coats on the Road:
“The disciples sent to fetch the colt for Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem are the first in this passage to relinquish their 
cloaks.  They remove their coats and cast them over the colt so that Jesus does not ride bareback into town.  The 
crowds follow suit and spread their cloaks on the road, creating a path worthy of the One riding upon it.  More 
than a red carpet, more than clearing the streets for a president or visiting dignitary, the crowd gives up their 
own coats to show their reverence for Jesus of Nazareth.  The cheering crowds offer up their clocks willingly to 
the One who instructs His followers to give the shirts off their back to those who would take their coats.”  (What 
are we willing to give to Jesus to sow our devotion?)
Crown of Thorns:
“The crown of thorns placed on Jesus’ head completes the wardrobe designed to mock and humiliate Him, 
(along with the purple robe.)  Look at the one who says He is king of the Jews.  Here He stands, beaten, power-
less, and foolish.  Here is the man, the One in whom Pilate finds no fault, the One the frenzied crowd calls to 
crucify. . . .I wonder what Jesus feels beneath His calm words to Pilate.  The whole scene makes my stomach 
turn, not only because Jesus suffers, but because I know such cruelty still exists, inflicted on people all around 
the world. The darkest part of our humanness too often still prevails, and yet Jesus goes to the cross for us any-
way.  The striking truth of Good Friday lies in that reality:  human beings still humiliate, mock and crucify one 
another, but God loves us, Jesus dies for us, the Spirit intercedes for us anyway.
That crown of thorns, designed to mock, represents the suffering servant who came to save.  The Friday that 
goes black in the middle of the day marks the time when the light of the world overcomes all  darkness.  The 
purple robe of humiliation wraps all humanity in the love of God.    The good of the One on the cross restores 
the God-created goodness of each one of us.  Today is Good Friday, when we know without doubt the radical, 
transformative, saving grace of God who takes on the sin of the world, for our sake, even though we cry, “Cru-
cify Him!”
Moving Stones
“The women going that third day to Jesus’ tomb expected to find a stone blocking their way to the body of their 
beloved teacher.  Instead they encountered an open entrance.  Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother 
of James brought spices and oil to anoint a dead man.  Instead two angels appeared, and the body of Jesus was 
nowhere to be seen.   Often our anticipation of death, defeat and endings gives way to God’s plan for life, resur-
rection and new beginnings.  “Transformation is possible because we follow the One who was raised form the 
dead and now sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty!”



From Your  Session...                                              
SESSION SUMMARY, MARCH 11, 2021

Session met at 6:00 PM Thursday with 8 of our 9 Session members present.

Prior to the actual start  of the meeting, Pastor Susan took us for a walk through of the Church.  
She pointed out areas that needed updates and or cleaning out so that we could show a friendly 
face to perspective new attendees.  Areas that she suggested was the Lounge, she would like to 
see new art work put up on the East wall as she felt the current floral prints were faded.  She feels 
we need new signage out in the parking area so that people can find their way to the Clinic and 
Diaper Pantry, office etc.  The paper notices on the doors do not show a friendly feel.
The former Class Room at the South end of the  upstairs hall, needs to have the East side cleaned 
out for potential new students coming in.

While in the Sanctuary, Paul Hershberger explained how the new screen/projector project will 
be set up.  The current art work on either side of the cross will be placed at the back of the 
Sanctuary under the balcony.

Pastor Susan was worried that the entrances we currently are using are not showing as being 
friendly but we did explain to her that prior to COVID the main entrance on Marshall Street and 
the main stairway was used coming into the main entrance at the back of the Sanctuary.

After the walk through, we continued with the discussion on the last half of Chapter two in our 
study book, “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations”

The actual meeting opened at 7:10 with the approval of Agenda, the Clerks report and Treasurers 
report.

Susan gave her Pastors Report which included setting a date for our Annual Meeting.  This will 
be Sunday May 2nd, immediately following services in the Sanctuary.

She was involved with several of the other local Churches doing a video for Good Friday 
Services.  Julie Elmore from the Methodist Church will see that it is on line for viewing.
Susan would like to see the return of Coffee hours, potlucks etc.  It was decided that this may not 
be able to take place until the fall.  This will be according to CDC reports.

Paul Hershberger went over the contract for the screen/projector project and a motion was made 
to approve the moving of funds from the Memorial Fund account for payments as needed for this 
project.

The meeting was closed with prayer at 7:55 PM 
Julie Lewis, Clerk of Session



With the new Relaunch guidelines we need 6 Ushers each Sunday. We could really use 
help in this area. So if this is a ministry that you would like to be a part,  Please consider 
volunteering!  Let the church office 517-278-6068 or Cheryl Metters 517-736-4040 know if 
you can help out and thank you in advance! 

April Deacon in Charge: Bob Stewart

Please let the Deacon in charge know if you are unable to usher.

April 1 Maundy Thursday
Elevator Door: Mike & Lisaa Renshaw
Calvin Hall: Bob & Linda Stewart
Sanctuary: Cheryl Metters

April 2- Good Friday
Elevator Door: Jay Cole & Jan Corey
Calvin Hall: Bob & Linda Stewart
Sanctuary: Velma Cole & Cheryl Metters

April 4 Resurrection of the Lord
Elevator Door: Jay Cole & Bob Stewart
Calvin Hall: Pete & Cheryl Metters
Sanctuary: Mike & Lisa Renshaw

April 11
Elevator Door: Jay Cole & Jan Corey
Calvin Hall: Bob & Linda Stewart
Sanctuary: Bob & Beth Montgomery 

April 18
Elevator Door: Jay & Velma Cole
Calvin Hall: Bob & Linda Stewart
Sanctuary: Dean & Lois Williams

April 25
Elevator Door: Jay Cole & Dennis Farwell
Calvin Hall: Bob & Linda Stewart
Sanctuary: Bob & Beth Montgomery

USHERS
-Be friendly
-Come 30 minutes prior to event
-If at Sanctuary doors, invite people to take a 
bulletin and any other hand out for that week
-USHER them to their seats
At the close of service, USHER them back 
out the same door they came in, observing 
social distancing and health standards.
-When we are resuming name tags, please 
assist congregants with theirs if necessary.
Show people where the Offering boxes are 
located, if asked.
-If the person is a visitor, please introduce 
them to a long time member and ask them to 
sit together (once social distancing is a thing 
of the past).
-Be friendly

DOOR GREETERS
-Be friendly
-Arrive 30 minutes before event
-Take each person’s temperature, 
individually
-Ask them to use Hand Sanitizer
-Insist everyone wear a MASK
-Be friendly



April
April 1- Chris and Jan C
April 8- Bob and Linda
April 15- Beth and Rita
April 22- Sue P and Jan B
April 29- Dean and Lois

Diaper Pantry
To date we have served  102 and handed out 162 packages of diapers and wipes.

Diaper Pantry is in need of Boys 3T-4T pull Ups and 1-1 1/2 gallon zip lock bags.

Food Pantry of Branch County
We collected 205 pounds of food for the Food Pantry of Branch County for the month of March. 

April item of the month is canned Tuna

Family Promise
We provided 5 evening meals for 13 guest residing in Family Promise for the week of March 
8th March 12th. April 12th- April 16th we need 5 more individuals to provide 5 evening meals. 
There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 

- Family Promise Week: We still need 3 individuals to purchase ingredients for one entire 
evening meal for Family Promise for the week of April 12- April 16. 
 Recipes need to be provided with the ingredients. 
 Family Promise guests will then prepare their own meal from your recipes & ingredients.. 
 A sign up sheet has been placed in Fellowship Hall. 

When it gets closer we will provide the number your meal will be feeding. 

All items must be at the church by the morning of April 12 no later than 10:00 am. 

There is 5 large and 5 small  re-usable bags in the kitchen, one set each for each meal. ( Each 
set of bags have a number that match on them) Please place all cold items in the small bags and 
place in the fridge and everything else in the large bag and leave on the table. Place the recipe 
in the sleeve on the front of the large bag. This way each meal will be together when Family 
Promise picks up.

FPC’s Outreach Report
Diaper Pantry Work Schedule



Prayers For:
†Lucas Smith,(11 year old 5th grader) Betty Gleason’s great grandson, friend of Lamar 
Livenspager, is in treatment for stage 3 cancer.
† Barbara Corley as she grieves her husband’s death.
† Danny DeGroot, (a client’s husband of Cheryl Metters) who is having surgery for 
 Esophageal and Stomach Cancer in March.
† Nancy Corwin, knee problems, getting a MRI. Doing better with heart issues.
† Colleen Hoffman, a good friend of the Metters, was just diagnosed with MS.
†Nancy Burkeen, coworker of Dennis Farwell, continues stage 4 cancer treatments with    
mixed results.
† Melissa Smith – wife of one of Cheryl Metter’s coworkers, recently diagnosed with MS.
† Bethany Stob – Metter’s  niece, that  her new treatment for Myasthenia Gravis works.
† Gladys Hershberger, Paul Hershberger’s mom, weight loss concerns
† Linda Stutz Marsha Sansom’s friend is in Hospice care. 
† Virginia Bell, Bruce Gregory’s sister, has started chemo for stage 4 ovarian cancer.
† Carolyn (Susie) Smith, Kara Bercaw’s mother continues with  Hospice care.
† Galend Eichorn, Luella’s great grandson’s Joe’s great grandfather, many health issues.
† Paxton Jameson, Marsha Sansom’s grandson, tour of duty in Jordan.
† Julie Dunlap, cancer, Marsha Sansom’s friend, still fighting cancer.
† Darlene Loetz, cancer, Marsha Sansom’s friend, still fighting cancer.
† Darlene Mier, Marsha Sansom friend, still struggling with health issues.

Praises For: 
3/7
† The beautiful weather
† For all the  Health Clinic workers, the Diaper Pantry workers and those who deliver the Food 
Pantry items weekly. You are all appreciated! 
† Safe travels for Pastor Susan
3/14
† Theodore Ray Mitchell, Bob and Linda Stewart’s first great grandson. 6 lbs.14 oz. and 19in
† Our continued journey through Lent
† COVID vaccines becoming more available
† FPC’s outreach to the community
† The beautiful weather.
3/21
† Bruce Gregory’s sister, Virginia Bell, is much improved after having completed 
 chemotherapy and 2 rounds of oral medications.  Thank you for your prayers!
† The volunteers who cleaned the rest room in the Children’s Activity& Diaper Pantry room.
† Beckam Dean Glenn, 3/8 Dean and Lois William’s newest great grandchild, 7lbs 7oz & 21inches, 
† Pastor Mark Pawlowski
3/28
† Time spent with family
† New ideas
† Working together

Prayers and Praises



Church News

     BIRTHDAYS
Karen McGraw         04/17
Rachel Rufenacht       04/20
Trish Farrand            04/25
Lois Williams           04/27
Rev. Susan Reichenberg  04/30

ANNIvERSARIES
Rev. Monte & Rev. Susan Reichenberg  
    04/26   27 years
Bruce & Nancy Gregory                   
    04/27    47 years

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:
Apr. 1st Maundy Thursday- Ex. 12:1-
14,Ps. 116:1-2,12-19, 1 Cor. 11:23-26, 
John 13:1-17, 31-35
Apr. 2nd Good Friday- Isa. 52:13-53:12, 
Ps. 22, Heb. 10:16-25, Heb. 4:14-16, 
5:7-9, John 18:1-19:42
Apr. 4th -Easter Sunday-Acts 10:34-43, 
Isa. 25:6-9, Ps. 118:1-2,14-24, 1 Cor.15:1-
11, Acts 10:34:-43, John 20:1-18, Mark 
16:1-8
Evening-Isa. 25:6-9, Ps. 114, 1 Cor. 5:6b-8, 
Luke 24:13-49
April 11- Acts 4:32-35, Ps. 133, 1 John 1:1-
2;2, John 20:19-31
April 18- Acts 3:12-19, Ps. 4, 1 John 3:1-7, 
Luke 24:36b-48
April 25- Acts 4:5-12, Ps. 23, 1 John 3:16-
24, John 10:11-18

Along with everything happening at the 
church, look for the Ecumenical Good Friday 
service on the church’s web page. 
http://www.firstprescoldwater.org

There will also be on the church’s south front 
lawn, outside of the office a cross and ribbons.
Please stop by and place a ribbon on the cross. 
Your ribbon could be a prayer ribbon, pray 
for a love one as you place it on the cross. 
Your ribbon could be a release ribbon, turn a 
worry or a problem over to God as you hang 
your ribbon. Your ribbon could be a “thank 
you” ribbon, thanking God for all His many 
blessings as you hang your ribbon. Or your 
ribbon can be a joy ribbon celebrating the 
Resurrection!!!

Free Medical Clinic
The Presbyterian Health Clinic is 
working at full service at this time. 
Patients still are asked to stay in their cars and 
a volunteer will come to you. New patients are 
welcome. 

The clinic hours are:
Thursdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

If you have questions about the clinic you 
can call the church office during church office 
hours or the clinic during clinic hours at 
517-278-6068.

Stay safe and healthy! 



Left over Ham ideas!
Ham and Pineapple Dinner
Ingredients
2 tablespoons butter
2 ½ cups cooked and cubed ham
2 green onions, chopped
1 cup pineapple chunks, drained
1 ⅓ cups pineapple juice
4 teaspoons cider vinegar
2 tablespoons brown sugar
2 teaspoons prepared mustard
2 tablespoons cornstarch
Directions
-Melt the butter in a large skillet over medium heat. Saute the ham, onions and pineapple chunks in the butter 
for about 5 minutes.
-In a separate medium bowl, combine the pineapple juice, vinegar, brown sugar, mustard and cornstarch. Stir 
this together well and pour over the ham mixture in the skillet. Stir well and allow to heat through and thicken, 
about 5 minutes.

Cheesy Leftover Ham and Mashed Potato Casserole
3 cups leftover mashed potatoes
1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese, divided 
1 (2.8 ounce) package French fried onions, divided
1 ½ cups diced leftover cooked ham
1 (10 ounce) package frozen peas and carrots, thawed and drained
1 (10.75 ounce) can condensed cream of mushroom soup
¾ teaspoon dry mustard
½ teaspoon granulated garlic
¼ teaspoon fresh ground black pepper
aluminum foil
Directions
-Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C).
-Mix 1/2 of the Cheddar cheese and 1/2 of the onions into the mashed potatoes. Spread potato mixture over the 
bottom and up the sides of a 2-quart casserole dish to form a shell.
-Combine ham, frozen peas and carrots, mushroom soup, mustard, garlic, and pepper in a bowl; mix well. 
Spoon mixture into the mashed potato shell. Cover loosely with aluminum foil.
-Bake in preheated oven for 45 minutes. Remove from oven and sprinkle remaining Cheddar cheese and onions 
over the top. Bake uncovered until cheese is melted, about 5 minutes. Remove and let rest for 5 to 10 minutes 
before serving.

Recipes



Kids Connection





Sunday March 28th: Palm Sunday Service at 11:00 am

Thursday April 1st: 7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Service in Fellowship Hall. 
This service will include a foot washing ceremony. You will be paired with your spouse, 
or a friend if single. Ladies, please do not wear hose. Everything will be provided.

Friday April 2nd: 12:00 pm Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary.
There will also be on the church’s south front lawn, outside of the office a cross and ribbons. Please 
stop by and place a ribbon on the cross. Your ribbon could be a prayer ribbon, pray for a love one as 
you place it on the cross. Your ribbon could be a release ribbon, turn a worry or a problem over to 
God as you hang your ribbon. Or your ribbon can be a joy ribbon celebrating the Resurrection!!!

Sunday April 4th: 11:00 am Resurrection of the Lord Service, Easter Sunday.

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day of Holy Week~
Mar. 29th- Isa. 42:1-9, Ps 36:5-11, Heb. 9:11-15, John 12:1-11

Mar. 30- Isa. 49:1-7, Ps. 71:1-14, 1 Cor. 1:18-31, John 12:20-36

Mar. 31st- Isa 50:4-9, Ps. 70, Heb. 12:1-3, John 13:21-32

Apr. 1st Maundy Thursday- Ex. 12:1-14,Ps. 116:1-2,12-19, 1 Cor. 11:23-26, 
John 13:1-17, 31-35

Apr. 2nd Good Friday- Isa. 52:13-53:12, Ps. 22, Heb. 10:16-25, Heb. 4:14-16, 
5:7-9, John 18:1-19:42

Apr. 4th -Easter Sunday-Acts 10:34-43,Isa. 25:6-9, Ps. 118:1-2,14-24, 1 Cor.15:1-11, 
Acts 10:34:-43, John 20:1-18, Mark 16:1-8

Evening-Isa. 25:6-9, Ps. 114, 1 Cor. 5:6b-8, Luke 24:13-49





Come Join Us On Sunday

11:00 am ~Worship Service

Handicapped accessible building

Meet our Church Staff       
Pastor, Rev. Susan Reichenberg

Adult Bell Choir Director, Rita Snyder
Know Your Colors Bells, Eunice Williams

Accompanist, Liz Mowen
Administrative Assist, Cindy Fickle

Office Assistance, Cathy Maresh
Custodian, Rob Denniston

First Presbyterian Church    52 Marshall  Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone:  517-278-6068        2nd# 517-278-7848     

Church E-mail Address: ColdwaterFPC@gmail.com
cindypresby@hotmail.com for Administrative Assistant

Website: https://www.firstprescoldwater.org

Rev. Susan Reichenberg    (567)242-8722   sreichenberg8227@gmail.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
52 MARSHALL STREET
COLDWATER, MI 49036
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