
October 2021 Newsletter
Our Mission Statement
The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 
 of Coldwater, MI is to:
† Glorify  God by bringing others into Communion with Him,
† Nurture the spiritual, emotional, physical 
 and social needs of its congregation,
† Encourage faithful stewardship of the God given gifts of time, 
 talent, and substance, and
† Be sensitive to the needs of our greater community.

Sunday Schedule:
11:00 am Worship Service

Coffee & Fellowship Hour follows 
the service

Sunday School Schedule:
Adult Sunday School meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am 

at the church

    Finance Committee Report ~$$$$
**Monthly Needs for 2021 budget

Needed Monthly to meet budget:$14,147.00

Needed weekly to meet budget $3,523.75

Annual Per Capita: payment   $3,680.00

**Financial Report from : **

October 2021 Income and Expenses

Income and Donations: $15,849.81

Payments and Payroll: $19,862.40

Weekly giving~
9/5-   $3,005.00
9/12-  $1,235.00
9/19-  $1,971.00
9/26- $1,645.00

The total 2022 per capita rate is $35.23 per person. 
That rate includes $8.98 for the Office of the 
General Assembly, $3.25 for the Synod of the 

Covenant and $23.00 for the presbytery.

 * Church  Servers * 

Liturgist- October
10/3: Peter Metters
10/10: Lisa Renshaw
10/17: Paul Hershberger
10/24: Tarina Macklem
10/31: Lorie Hershberger

Counters-October
Bob Stewart
Beth Montgomery
Jan Breckenridge

 * Church  News * 
First Come First Serve: 
Free Clinic Wall Dividers. 
We can help load. 
Call 517-278-6068



Dear friends at Coldwater First Presbyterian Church,
     As we approach Fall we notice leaves changing, reminding us of seasons.  We see fall 
festivals and football games resuming and we are grateful.  Most of all we think of Thanksgiving 
when all Americans are encouraged to thank our Creator for the many blessings bestowed upon 
us every day and every year.  We are encouraged to pray,  thank,  give back to God through 
God’s Kingdom work and Fall is when we typically do that.

    Having just returned from a Stewardship/Kaleidoscope conference I would like to share with 
you a few insights taught there.

We started, of course, with the known=Covid changed our world! Then we proceeded to the 
unknown =”Where do we go from here?”

Key note speaker, Tod Bolsinger, said:
“The antidote to exhaustion is wholeheartedness!”  Please keep that in mind because we will 
come back to that.   

Tod also shared a true story of someone who approached a mystic asking for direction only to be 
told “You must do something heartfelt, and you must do it soon!”

A few items also worth mentioning here are
“When God is leading things go okay. . .
 When people are leading things don’t.”

Leadership = Stewardship=Caring for people; caring for Gospel things that  are entrusted to us.

Leadership is the transformation necessary to make a difference in the world; energizing a 
community of people to their own transformation, so we can do Gods’ will in the world.

Tod Bolsinger also said we need a spirit of Adventure, Wholeheartedness, optimizing serendipity 
to enable new perceptions.  

Eric Hoffer said, “In times of great change, learners inherit the earth, while the learned find 
themselves beautifully equipped for a world that no longer exists.”

We have to ask ourselves are we the learned, saying “We’ve never done it that way before. or 
We’ve always done it this way before?”



We need to change our mentality to be open, inviting, adventurous, courageous, wholehearted 
about worship, education, mission, stewardship, building & grounds and a whole host of other 
topics.

We can’t go back to what’s familiar--we have to go forward!
Isaiah 43:18-21 says “See, I am doing a new thing, do you not perceive it?”
What new thing is God doing or wanting to do in and through us?

We have to be wholehearted so not to waste this moment of  transforming for the sake of a 
mission that is bigger than ourselves.  “You must do something heartfelt, and you must do it 
soon!”  What will we do?  

Grateful to all of you for the privilege of attending this Stewardship workshop, I offer  you 

Blessings,
Susan R

Friends,

   I like to give you something inspirational to think about in each newsletter.  In the July News-
letter I shared with you a book that Doris Heinemann loaned me called “The Universe in 57 
Words” by Carolyn Arends.  In that first article I told you of the Road Map into the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Invocation-Our Father, Who art in heaven. . .  Today we will look at the first Petition-
-Hallowed be Thy name. . .on earth as it is in heaven.
     Hallowed means reverence.  It is honoring God, not taking God’s name in vain, not belittling 
God or ignoring God altogether.

     Hallowed  be Thy name. . .names are very important in the Old Testament.  For example Abra-
ham means “Father of Nations”; Jacob means “Heel-grasper”, Peter = “Rock” and so forth.  Ev-
ery  name was carefully chosen to distinguish the person’s character.

So, with God when Moses asked God’s name at the burning bush (he already knew what the 
people called God = Elohim), but Moses was asking for God’s Personal name and God gave it to 
Moses  
“I AM who I AM”-Yahweh.  A name so sacred to religious Jews that it is not used.  When pages 
of a religious text with Gods’ name in it must be discarded, they are reverently buried or burned 
in a ritual ceremony.  God’s name is HUGE.  So Jesus says to pray “hallowed be Thy NAME . . 
.on earth as it is in heaven. 



In other words, those in heaven already know how holy, how powerful, how majestic, or 
honorable God is and God’s name translates that.  We need to ask for those on earth to know 
God’s character as do those in heaven.  So the first thing Jesus teaches us to pray for in the 
Lord’s prayer is for a clear revelation of God’s character, so that we can more worthily mag-
nify and worship Him. 

 As we pray this prayer, now knowing the significance of the opening petition, our reverence 
and care for Gods’ name will grow, and our ability to behold God’s goodness and beauty will 
grow right along with it.

     Wonderful insights from Carolyn Arends.

     Watch for more insights in the Lord’s Prayer in our upcoming newsletters.

Peace be with all of you in God’s name,
Susan

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance fund
“God is our refuge and strength therefore, we will not fear, though the waters roar and 
foam.”  (Psalm 46)

Traditionally the Presbyterians have been the first “on the ground” at each disaster for 
decades.  That is no different with the impact of Hurricane Ida and others recently.  This is 
a request for you to consider giving to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance fund.  You can 
write a check made out to PDA-Hurricane Ida and mail it to~ 
Presbyterian church (U.S.A.), P.O.Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA  15264-3700
or
you can call your donation in to 1 (800) 872-3282
or
you can make an online gift to bit.ly/PDAIda.

Thank you in advance for your caring concern for our brothers and sisters in the USA and 
around the world.

Dear Friends, I have an update on our proposed professional Church Directory.  I had hoped 
that we could do this in November 2021, however, the company is booked and so we need 
to postpone until May when our Snow Birds have returned.  I did call immediately after the 
Session meeting as the representative and I had agreed, but unfortunately they were already 
booked in November.  I will keep  you posted on the latest developments. ~ Susan R



From Your  Session...
Summary of Session Meeting Thursday September 23rd, 2021
A quorum of 8 board members were at the meeting. Along with Deacon Representative 
Sue Paarlberg.

The meeting opened with prayer at 6:00 pm followed by Pastor Susan’s book discussion. 

The minutes of the August 19th meeting were approved. 

Velma Cole gave the treasurers report ending with the following; “We must feed our own sheep 
before feeding other sheep”. 

Sue Paarlberg gave the Deacons report. They did not have a September meeting but have updated 
the shut-in list, discussed communion, and in-home communion for the shut-ins. 

Pastor Susan reported on the Stewardship Seminar she attended in Ohio. 

After a discussion on returning to pass the offering plate it was decided to begin on October 3rd. 
The Deacons will need to discuss and let ushers know how they plan to do so using two ushers. 

Normal communion was discussed and it was decided that we would wait until the first of 
the year.  We will use individual cups for juice. The all in one communion cups will also be 
available. 

Finance will be meeting in October to go over the Stewardship letter for tis year. Stewardship 
Sunday will be mid-November. 

The meeting closed with Prayer at 7:40pm. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday October 21st, 2021. 

Julie Lewis

Clerk of Session



FPC’s Outreach Report
Diaper Pantry
The Diaper Pantry  has provided 335 children packages of diapers and wipes, 
29 adult diaper packages in 2021
Diaper pantry is in need of boys pull-ups in sizes 3T-4T and 4T-5T

Work Schedule  October
10/7: Chris & Sue P.
10/14: Bob & Linda Stewart
10/21: Lois & Dean Williams
10/28: Beth & Rita

Food Pantry
Pounds of food donated to date is 684 pounds.

We are amazed at our participation of the Food Pantry. Your generosity each week to help the 
people who need this support is wonderful. Thank you so much. We are working on the Holiday 
Box for November. As usual, we have a challenge ongoing. We need to collect 1100 total cake 
mixes between now and the beginning of November. So far, we have collected 200 cake mixes. 
Thanks for all you do in this endeavor.

Outreach committee,
Beth Montgomery, Bob and Linda Stewart

Presbyterian Women
October, 2021

Both Sarah and Deborah Circles are meeting this October to continue our Bible studies.  
Deborah circle meets on the second Monday of the month at 10am. Sarah Circle meets the 
second Tuesday at 3:00pm. You can always join us for Bible study and fellowship.

As we swing into fall, there are a lot of things going on.  We are again, going to be working on 
ideas for our December Christmas Tea. We are open to suggestions, ideas and menus. We will 
be having our Boutique during the Christmas Tea. We are always looking for ideas to make, sell 
or raffle. Let one of the Presbyterian Women know if you’re interested in helping in any way.

We are planning to have a bake sale Sunday, Nov. 21.  Please be thinking about what kind of 
treats you can bake or buy! Just be thinking of Thanksgiving treats.

Presbyterian Women: Jan Corey, Chris Doll, Carol Ludlow, Beth Montgomery, Sue Paarlberg, 
Linda Stewart



Next Deacon Meeting: October 3rd following the worship service

October Deacon in Charge: Cheryl Metters

Ushers & Greeters: 
Oct. 3- Tarina Macklem and Cheryl Metters
Oct. 10-  Joe Best and Dennis Farwell
Oct. 17-  Ruby Merkle and Cheryl Metters
Oct. 24- Lois and Dean Williams
Oct. 31- Cheryl and Pete Metters

Deacon in Charge reminder:
Flowers: Deacon in Charge for the month will be in charge of taking down the flowers from the chancel. Please 
check first with the person(s) who donated the flowers to see if they would like them. Remaining flowers should 
be delivered to Shut Ins or members of the congregation who might be in the hospital.

When removing the flowers – there are bags behind the alter to take the flowers downstairs without dripping. 
Please be careful not to touch the brass vases as the fingerprints are difficult to remove.

Cleaning the Sanctuary after the service: The Deacon in Charge and the Ushers pick up the Sanctuary after 
each service. That includes putting away bibles and hymnals, cleaning up bulletins and any debris left behind by 
the congregation. Please also check the status of pencils, offering envelopes, birthday/anniversary inserts in the 
pews and replenish as necessary. A supply of these is in the back of the sanctuary next to the attendance book.

On the last Sunday of the month, please turn the attendance sheet over for the following month, or if the sheet 
has already been used, the Deacon in Charge will pick up the clipboards at both ends of the pews and put them 
in church office

Please let the Deacon in charge know if you are unable to usher.
Communion Dates: 
October 3rd
October 31- Reformation Sunday
November 7th
November 21- Christ the King Sunday
December 5th
December 24
January 9, 2022



Prayers For:
†The family of Mark Eichorn as they grieve his death (Darryl’s brother).
† Jim King, A friend of the Gregory family, recovering from back surgery.
†Raymond Family- friend of Cindy’s, first baby still born
† Danny DeGroot’s family and friends as they grieve his death. (a client’s husband of Cheryl Metters) 
† Jessica Hayes, Tina Smith’s niece.
† Margaret Fansler, friend of Pastor Susan’s, for continued healing from open heart surgery.
† Anthony Snowend, Betty Gleason’s 20 year old nephew, having heart health issues.
† Nancy Corwin, knee problems, and heart issues.
† Colleen Hoffman, a good friend of the Metters, was just diagnosed with MS.
† Nancy Burkeen, coworker of Dennis Farwell, continues stage 4 cancer treatments with      
mixed results.
† Bethany Stob, Cheryl Metter’s  niece, that  her new treatment for Myasthenia Gravis works

Praises For: 
9-5-2021
†Cooler Temperatures
†New Chapters
†New Relationships

9-12-2021
† Fall Weather
† God’s Grace
†Serving Our Community

9-19-2021
† Meaningful worship services
† Helpful hands
† Answered prayers for Lucas Smith-Betty Gleason’s great grandson, friend of  Lamar Livenspager 
who was battling cancer.

9-26-2021
† Experiential Worship

Prayers and Praises



Easy- peasy Pull Apart Pizza Bread: 
 (2) 12-0unce cans of Flaky biscuit dough
(1) 16 ounce block of whole milk mozzarella 
1 cup of pepperoni
 (1) 16 ounce jar of pizza sauce
4 tablespoons of Unsalted butter (melted)
2 tablespoons of olive oil
 2 tablespoons of minced garlic
1 tablespoon  of Italian seasoning

Heat oven to 350 F, Spray bundt pan with nonstick spray, set aside.
 In a small bowl combine melted butter, olive oil, minced garlic, Italian seasoning (salt to taste), 
set aside.
Cut biscuits into quarters. Cut mozzarella into 1/2 inch cubes. 
In bottom of greased bundt pan layer half of the biscuits, spoon some garlic butter mixture over 
biscuits. Distribute half of the mozzarella and pepperoni over biscuits, repeat. Cover pan with 
aluminum foil and bake for 30 minutes, remove foil and bake another 30 minutes.  Cool for 5 
minutes and flip out of pan. Serve with pizza sauce on side. 

Streusel Pumpkin Coffee Cake with Pecans:
For cake:
2 cups of all-purpose flour
1/2 cup light brown sugar
1/2 cup of granulated sugar
1 cup pumpkin puree
1/2 cup vegetable oil
4 oz sour cream at room temp
2 large eggs-beaten
1 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp each- fine salt and cinnamon
1/4 tsp each -ground ginger and nutmeg 

Preheat oven to 350 F, spray 8 in square pan with non stick spray. In a large bowl, stir together 
flour, baking powder/soda, salt, cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg, brown sugar and granulate sugar.  
Make a well in dry ingredients.
In a small bowl combine oil, sour cream, pumpkin puree, eggs.  Pour into well and gently stir 
until combined
Spoon half batter into baking pan, layer of half the streusel, more batter, top with remaining 
streusel. Bake for 35 minutes and cool for 15 minutes. 

Fall Recipes

For the streusel:
1/2 cup light brown sugar
1/4 cup of all purpose flour
1/2 cup of chopped pecans
1 tsp cinnamon
3 tablespoons of unsalted butter melted

To make: in a small bowl combine all ingredients 
with fork until crumbly. 



Church News

     BIRTHDAYS
Julia Schade     10/07
Jerry Maxson     10/17
Eunice Williams  10/26
Julie Lewis      10/26
John Swanson Sr. 10/27
Bob Montgomery   10/31

ANNIvERSARIES
Chuck & Jan Corey      10/01 
Ken & Cindy Fickle     10/14 (43 years)
Peter & Cheryl Metters 10/15 (10 years)

-Our Family Promise week is: 
October 11th- October 15th. Ingredients and 
recipes are due before 10:00 am October 11th.

-Book Study:
Sunday 9:30am 10/03 for 4 weeks. “The Heart Reader” 
by Terri Blackstock

-2 ¢ A Meal is collected: October 24th and will be go-
ing to support the Food Pantry

October’s Taize Service is:
October 20th at 7:30pm

October 24th: 
Walt Williams will be here as a guest sharing his testimo-
nial!

COWBOY CHURCHES
USA Today in its 3/10/03 edition had a large article on 
two Cowboy. Churches in Texas. They printed the Cow-
boy’s Ten Commandments posted on the wall at Cross 
Trails Church in Fairlie, Texas. It was too good not to 
pass along. 
(1) Just one God.
(2) Put nothin’ before God.
(3) Git yourself to Sunday meetin’.
(4) Honor yer Ma & Pa.
(5) No killin’.
(6) Don’t take what ain’t yers.
(7) No foolin’ around with another fella’s gal.
(8) Watch yer mouth.
(9) No tellin’ tales or gossipin’.
(10) Don’t be hankerin’ fer yer buddy’s stuff.
Guess cowboys just kinda tell it like it is!
Y’all have a good Day, now

(Taken at the Presbyterian Round-up)
 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:
Oct. 3rd -Job 1:1;2:1-10, Ps. 26; Gen. 2:18-
24, Ps. 8; Heb.1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16

Oct. 10th -Job 23:1-9,16-17, Ps. 22:1-15, 
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15, Pd. 90:12-17; Heb. 5:1-
10, 2:5-12; Mark 10:17-31

Oct. 17th - Job 38:1-7 (34-42),16-17, P.s 
104:1-9, 24,35c, Isa. 53:4-12, Ps. 91:9-16,  
Heb. 5:1-10; 2:5-12; Mark 10:35-45

Oct. 24th -Job 42:1-6, 10-17, Ps. 34:1-8 
(19-22), Jer. 31:7-9, Ps. 126; Heb. 77:23-
28, Mark 10:46-52

Oct.31st -Ruth 1:1-18, Ps. 146; Deut 6:1-9, 
Ps. 119:1-8; Heb. 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34

Cowboy Pastor 
Monte Reichenberg



Kids of all Ages



2 Cents A Meal  Offering...October 24th 
Did you Know?

If a person eats 3 meals a day it adds up to about $7.30 for 
each collection or $21.90 per year. 

So little for us to give, yet it makes a BIG difference to those in need! 
Please Help! 2 Cent - A- Meal 

We collect your offerings 4 times a year, the 4th Sunday of:
October 2021- Food Pantry

January 2022- Diaper Pantry
April 2022- Food Pantry
July 2022- Diaper Pantry

October 2022- Food Pantry
and the whole collections goes to support the Branch County Food Pantry 

or our very own Diaper Pantry: 

Session Board Members
Class 2022
Chris Doll   517-278-5259
Dennis Farwell  517-767-4251
Peter Metters  313-244-1570

Class 2023
Paul Hershberger  903-767-3332
Velma Cole   517-639-7272
Linda Stewart  517-617-1399

Class 2024
Jan Breckenridge  517-317-2554
Cliff Parr   517-639-4827
Julie Lewis   517-278-2647

Corporate board
President- Linda Stewart 
Treasurer-Velma Cole  
Secretary- Julie Lewis

Deacon Board Members 
Class 2022
Marsha DeGroot  269-271-4271
Cheryl Metters  517-736-4040
Bob Stewart   517-617-0626

Class 2023
Bob Montgomery  517-278-5028

Class 2024
Karen Maxson  248-496-9413
Sue Paarlberg  517-279-7731
Lisa Renshaw  517-278-8070

Corporate Trustee
Dennis Farwell 
Paul Hershberger 
Chris Doll





Come Join Us On Sunday

11:00 am ~Worship Service
12:00 pm Coffee and Fellowship

Handicapped accessible building

Meet our Church Staff       

Pastor, Rev. Susan Reichenberg
Adult Bell Choir Director, Rita Snyder

Administrative Assist, Cindy Fickle
Office Assistance, Amber Henry

Custodian, Rob Denniston

First Presbyterian Church    52 Marshall  Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone:  517-278-6068        2nd# 517-278-7848     

Church E-mail Address: ColdwaterFPC@gmail.com
cindypresby@hotmail.com for Administrative Assistant

Website: https://www.firstprescoldwater.org

Rev. Susan Reichenberg    (567)242-8722   sreichenberg8227@gmail.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
52 MARSHALL STREET
COLDWATER, MI 49036
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