
August 2021 Newsletter
Our Mission Statement
The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 
 of Coldwater, MI is to:
† Glorify  God by bringing others into Communion with Him,
† Nurture the spiritual, emotional, physical 
 and social needs of its congregation,
† Encourage faithful stewardship of the God given gifts of time, 
 talent, and substance, and
† Be sensitive to the needs of our greater community.

**Monthly Needs for 2021 budget
Needed Monthly to meet budget:$14,095.00
Needed weekly to meet budget $3,523.75
Annual Per Capita: payment   $3,680.00

**Financial Report from : **
July 2021 Income and Expenses
Income and Donations: $13,975.67
Payments and Payroll:  $16,460.06

Weekly giving:
6/27- $1979.00
7/4-  $4742..00
7/11- $2949.00
7/18- $2514.00

 * Church  Servers* 

Liturgist- August 
Aug. 1st- Lisa Renshaw 
Aug. 8th- Pete Metters
Aug. 15th- Julie Lewis
Aug. 22nd- Tarina Macklem
Aug. 29th- Linda Stewart

Counters-August
Julie Lewis 
Tarina Macklem
Linda Parr

Returning back to the Church:
No masks, unless someone prefers to wear one.  
No temperature taking.  We will continue to have 
hand sanitizer at the doors. 
Offering collection and Communion will 
continue to remain the same until a later date.

Remember: 
Stewardship is more than financial giving....
It is a sense of thanksgiving for all that 
God has given us.

Sunday Schedule:
11:00 am Worship Service

Coffee & Fellowship Hour follows 
the service

Sunday School Schedule:
Adult Sunday School meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am 

at the church

    Finance Committee Report ~$$$$



Dear Friends at Coldwater FPC,

     I wish you a lovely day and a meaningful life spent in the service to Jesus Christ our Savior 
and Lord,  

     As we now have been coming together in the last few weeks without social restrictions it is 
obvious to me that we crave community.  We deeply need fellowship and the caring kindness 
of human touch.  People seem gentler with one another and more willing to love and be loved.  
We saw evidence of this at the fellowship after Luella Senker’s funeral when people stayed to 
chat, share stories and hug one another in mutual support following the death of this remarkable 
woman.  

     And we have resumed a fellowship time after Sunday worship services that is being well 
received.  To top that off a tentative date has been set for our annual cook-out in the Fall Because 
we are social animals,  we thrive when we can get together and visit and hug and exchange 
important details of our lives.  Jesus knew that.  I presume that’s why He attended the Wedding 
in Canaan.  (It is supposed that He was a relative of some sort to the bride or groom) but 
regardless, Jesus gathered with others to celebrate this happy occasion.  And we celebrate happy 
occasions with our presence, now that it is allowed.  How happy we are to be able to share hugs 
and smiles and laughter after a long hiatus.   Gatherings are such good medicine, and when we 
combine it with serving the Lord, it just doesn’t get any better.

     So, I look forward to seeing you at our in-person gatherings, getting to know you better and 
enjoying your company as we haven’t been able to do ever since I arrived last Fall.

     Who knows where God will take us together, but it will certainly be a wonderful journey.
Here’s to the future together at FPC.

Blessings,
Susan

The Taize’ Service on July 21st



Dear  friends,
     Monday Doris Heinemann loaned a book to me called “The Universe in 57 Words: Seven 
Days inside the Lord’s Prayer”.  Oh, how I wish I had had this book before last Sunday’s sermon 
on the Lord’s Prayer.  It is so succinct, well written and broadening that I would encourage each 
of you to obtain a copy and read it.  So, to begin let me share just one or two thoughts the author, 
Carolyn Arends, has with us for today and this week and this month and even this year.

     She begins by calling this prayer a Road Map as a way “to travel from the way we view the 
world to the way God sees it.”  She also calls this prayer a Window into the very heart of God and 
she calls it an Invitation to Causality where Jesus offers us a thrilling invitation to participate in 
God’s ongoing plan to redeem and restore all things.”  Ms. Arends goes on to say that praying the 
Lord’s Prayer invites us to participate in transforming the world, even though we may not be able 
to see the difference we make.  (This was all in the introduction.)

     Day one speaks of the salutation “Our Father”.  Here she points out that Jesus doesn’t say “My 
Father”, but includes all of us who pray the prayer to God Almighty in the Our Father beginning.  
Here we picture what it means to be a beloved child of God, a son or daughter of God, an heir to 
the riches of God’s majesty and Kingdom,  Just in those first 2 words, Jesus has established our 
claim upon God’s heart and God’s willingness to hear our prayers and petitions.  So, there are 
three implications in the Invocation of the name Father: one = intimacy, 2=community 
(It’s “our” not “my”), and 3=vocation, (“the universe in 57 words”.p.9) this says N.T, Wright, 
a great theologian, is where a Jewish mind-set would really help us.  For the Jewish mind, when 
Jesus begins Our Father, they would have harkened back to Moses’ dealings with Pharoah in 
Exodus where Moses says from God  “Thus says the LORD:  Israel is my firstborn son., . Let 
my son go that he may worship me.”  (Exodus 4:22-23).  The Jewish mind would have recalled 
that thrilling indictment against the wicked Pharaoh and immediately leaped to the understood 
“promise of liberation-freedom from slavery and oppression.” (Ibid. p.10)

     You see there is so much going on in this prayer that really needs some probing.  So, I leave 
you with the thought that I will explain some more in next month’s article-or you can read this for 
yourself, as I encourage you to do, and not have to wait for my next installment.

Happy reading, and deep praying, my friends.
Susan



SUMMARY OF SESSION MEETING, THURSDAY JULY 22, 2021
We had 8 of our 9 board members along with Deacon Rep Lisa Renshaw.

The meeting opened with prayer and was followed by Susan’s book discussion.

Velma Cole gave the treasurers report and at the same time stated she will be stepping down as 
Treasurer by the end of the year.  Thank you Velma for all the time and hard work you have put 
into this job.  You are much appreciated.

Lisa Renshaw gave the Deacons report.  Things are going smoothly and they are checking in on 
shut ins and some of the others who have not been able to attend services.

Pastor Susan gave her Pastor’s Report.  She stated that though they were few in numbers, the 
Taize service went well Wednesday night.  She wants to continue these once a month.

She also reported that the Worship Committee has met and they are planning once a month 
through November that she will hold an Experiential Worship Service.

Pastor Susan would like to invite Jason Moore from Dayton Ohio to come and go over 
programing ideas for the new screens and projector.  He is an IT specialist.

It was decided that we would go by the weather report whether we have services in the 
Sanctuary or down in Fellowship Hall. It may change weekly.

Christian Education is going well with the Adult Sunday School.  This fall they will be studying 
John with a Video.  This will also be part of the Worship Service each Sunday. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15.

Julie Lewis
Clerk of Session

From Your  Session...



August Deacon in Charge: Bob Stewart
Ushers & Greeters: 
August 1- Pete and Cheryl Metters
August 8- Dan and Carol Ludlow
August 15- Bob and Beth Montgomery
August 22- Bob and Linda Stewart
August 29- Dean and Lois Williams

Note: If service is in Sanctuary, one usher at the front and one at the back. If in Fellowship Hall, 
one by the kitchen, one by the ramp.

Please let the Deacon in charge know if you are unable to usher.
Communion Dates: 
August 1st
September 12
October 3rd
October 31- Reformation Sunday
November 7th
November 21- Christ the King Sunday
December 5th
December 24
January 9, 2022

September Deacon in Charge: Sue Paarlberg

A little Usher humor...
Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together during church services. Joel giggled, 
sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had enough.
‘You’re not supposed to talk out loud in church.’
‘Why? Who’s going to stop me?’ Joel asked.

Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, ‘See those two men standing by the door? They’re hushers.’



Presbyterian Women
August 2021

Things are winding down for the end of summer. We will be in the swing of things in August.
We continue to work on Prayer shawls.  We have also started to work on prayer Squares. 
If interested in either of these projects and need directions, please talk to Cindy, Beth, or Linda S.

Things that are happening this fall are: a bake sale in November, and our Christmas Tea in early 
December. Be thinking of ideas, suggestions, and how you can help with any of these projects. 
Do be afraid to bring your ideas to your circle meeting. We are always open to new ideas.

Deborah Circle continues to meet to finish their study with Max Lucado’s “He Still Moves 
Stones”. They will meet August 9th with Pastor Susan. Their new year begins Monday, 
September 13th at 10:00 am in the fellowship hall. They will be studying, “What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me”.  Any one who would like to join Deborah Circle, talk to Linda 
Stewart.

Sarah Circle is meeting monthly on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm. We are learning 
about 25 Women of the Bible. We will finish the year with our Bible Study: “Love Carved in 
Stone”. We are open to anyone who would like to join us. See Beth Montgomery or Jan Corey.

The Presbyterian Coordinating Team: Jan Corey, Chris Doll, Beth Montgomery, Sue Paarlberg 
and Linda Stewart.

What Presbyterian Women Do
Presbyterian Women understands that scripture asks us to be the 

hands and feet of Christ in the world. 
As such, Presbyterian Women provides information about 

justice and peace and ministry to inform mission and 
community-building work..



Session Board Members

Class 2022
Chris Doll   517-278-5259
Dennis Farwell  517-767-4251
Peter Metters  313-244-1570

Class 2023
Paul Hershberger  903-767-3332
Velma Cole   517-639-7272
Linda Stewart  517-617-1399

Class 2024
Jan Breckenridge  517-317-2554
Cliff Parr   517-639-4827
Julie Lewis   517-278-2647

Corporate board
President- Linda Stewart 
Treasurer-Velma Cole  
Secretary- Julie Lewis

Corporate Trustee
Dennis Farwell 
Paul Hershberger 
Chris Doll

Deacon Board Members 
Class 2022
Cheryl Metters  517-736-4040
Bob Stewart   517-617-0626

Class 2023
Bob Montgomery  517-278-5028

Class 2024
Karen Maxson  248-496-9413
Sue Paarlberg  517-279-7731
Lisa Renshaw  517-278-8070

- Cookie Sign Up Sheets have been posted: 
Exciting News... Coffee Hour is back! Now 
we need volunteers to sign up to bring 
cookies for the coffee hour! The Sign up 
sheets is in the hall right outside of the 
kitchen. Please check it out! 
...And check out the flower sign up at the 
same time! 

- Heads Up: 
“The Presbyterian Round Up” (the hot dog, 
roast or the cookout in years past) will be 
Sept. 26th, hosted by Pete & Cheryl Metters
So mark your calendars for a fun evening! 

Watch for updates! 

Church News

A little Humor...
All the way home in the back seat of the car 
the boy was quiet. His father asked him three 
times what was wrong.

Finally, the boy replied, “The preacher said 
he wanted us all brought up in a Christian 
home, but I wanted to stay with you guys.”

***
Reverend to his congregation: “We have 
good news and bad news.
The bad news is that the roof needs repairing.
The good news is that we have the money to 
pay for it.”
(appreciative murmers all round)

Reverend: “The extra bad news is that it’s 
still in your pockets!”



Prayers For
† Gladys Hershberger’s family and friends, Paul Hershberger’s mom, as they grieve her death.
† Margaret Fansler, friend of Pastor Susan’s, for continued healing from open heart surgery.
† Darryl, Holly and Joe Eichorn as they grieve the death of Daryl’s dad, Galen Eichorn.
† Anthony Snowend, Betty Gleason’s 20 year old nephew, having heart health issues.
† Danny DeGroot, (a client’s husband of Cheryl Metters) chemo treatment for 
 esophageal and stomach cancer.
† Lucas Smith, (11 year old 5th grader) Betty Gleason’s great grandson, friend of 
 Lamar Livenspager, is in treatment for stage 3 cancer.
† Nancy Corwin, knee problems, and heart issues.
† Colleen Hoffman, a good friend of the Metters, was just diagnosed with MS.
† Nancy Burkeen, coworker of Dennis Farwell, continues stage 4 cancer treatments with   
mixed results.
† Bethany Stob, Metter’s  niece, that  her new treatment for Myasthenia Gravis works.
† Gladys Hershberger, Paul Hershberger’s mom, weight loss concerns
† Carolyn (Susie) Smith, Kara Bercaw’s mother continues with Hospice care.

Praises For: 
7/4/2021
† Our freedom to be faithful
† Those who have fought for that freedom
† Safe travels
† Volunteers

7/11/2021
† Pastor John Toth
† Moving forward!
† Technology...most of the time! 

7/18/2021
† Cooler temps
† Safe travels
† Memories

7/25/2021
† Our God
† Our Congregation
† Our friendships

Prayers and Praises



Outreach News

    
 BIRTHDAYS

Mary Farwell   08/03
Linda Stewart  08/06
Jackson Zorn   08/11
Bruce Gregory  08/25
Rebecca Troust 08/28

ANNIvERSARIES
Bob & Beth Montgomery    08/14
Bob & Linda Stewart       08/17
John & Sue Dogan          08/25
Rob & Teesha Denniston   08/28

Food Pantry food donations to date equals 613 
pounds of food.
 August item of the month is boxed cereals

Diaper Pantry
Presbyterian Church Diaper Pantry Hours
Thursdays 4:00pm- 6:00 pm 
(The pantry will be closed on holidays and when posted 
for other reasons.)
Does the pantry Charge?
No the pantry is a free diaper pantry and is staffed totally 
by volunteers.
What does the pantry supply?
We provide a supplement supply of diapers, one pack a 
week. Each pack contains 12 diapers. 1 pack of wipes and 
lotion, if available. 
What sizes are available?
The pantry carries sizes newborn to size 6. Both girls and 
boys pull ups. Limited Adult sizes are also available.
Do we take donations? 
Yes, we take donations. We work from total donations. 
Often we are asked if we take leftover diapers because a 
child has moved onto the next size. Yes we accept these 
donations.

The DP has provided  289  children packages of 
diapers and wipes and 23 adult diaper packages 
in 2021

Work Schedule- August 
Aug. 5th- Beth & Rita
Aug. 12th- Bob & Linda 
Aug. 19th- Sue P. & Chris 
Aug. 26th- Jan C. & Beth

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:
8/1- 2 Sam 11:26-12:13Ps. 51:1-12, Exod. 
16:2-4, 9-15, Ps. 78:23-29, Eph. 4:1-16, 
John 6:24-35
8/8- 2 Sam 18:5-9,31-33, Ps. 130, 
1 Kgs. 19:4-8, Ps. 34:1-8, Eph. 4:25-5:2,
John 6:35,41-51
8/12- 1 Kings 2:10-12:3:3-14, Ps. 111, 
Prov. 9:1-6, Ps. 34:9-14, Eph. 5:15-20, 
John 6:51-58
8/22- 1 Kings 2:10-12,6, 10-11, Ps. 84, Josh 
24:1-2, 14-18, Ps. 34:15-22, Eph. 6:10-20, 
John 6:56-69
8/29- S. of Sol. 2:8-13, Ps. 45:1-2, 6-9, 
Deut. 4:1-2, 6-p, Ps. 15, James 1:17-27, 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15,21-23



Garden to Table Recipes
Yellow Squash Casserole
Ingredients
Ingredient Checklist
4 cups sliced yellow squash
½ cup chopped onion
35 buttery round crackers, crushed
1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese
2 eggs, beaten
¾ cup milk
¼ cup butter, melted
1 teaspoon salt
ground black pepper to taste
2 tablespoons butter
Directions
Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C).
Place squash and onion in a large skillet over medium heat. Pour in a small amount of water. Cover, and cook 
until squash is tender, about 5 minutes. Drain well, and place in a large bowl.
In a medium bowl, mix together cracker crumbs and cheese. Stir half of the cracker mixture into the cooked 
squash and onions. In a small bowl, mix together eggs and milk, then add to squash mixture. Stir in 1/4 cup 
melted butter, and season with salt and pepper. Spread into a 9x13 inch baking dish. Sprinkle with remaining 
cracker mixture, and dot with 2 tablespoons butter.
Bake in preheated oven for 25 minutes, or until lightly browned.

Zucchini-Parmesan Cheese Fritters
Ingredients:
3 large zucchini, finely grated
½ teaspoon salt
Batter:
1 egg 
5 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
4 tablespoons Parmesan cheese 
¼ teaspoon salt
ground black pepper to taste
oil for frying
Toppings:
1 tablespoon grated Parmesan cheese, or to taste 
1 pinch salt
¼ cup sour cream, for topping
Directions
Combine zucchini and salt in a bowl and stir to combine. Set aside for 10 minutes. Pour mixture onto a clean 
dish towel or cheesecloth and squeeze to drain completely.
Whisk egg in a bowl and add flour, Parmesan cheese, salt, and pepper. Stir in drained zucchini and mix well.
Heat oil in a medium-sized pan over medium-high heat. Add batter by the tablespoon. Cook fritters until golden 
brown on both sides, about 5 minutes per batch. Transfer to a serving plate and sprinkle with Parmesan cheese 
and salt. Serve immediately with sour cream.



Kids and Kids alike Corner







Come Join Us On Sunday

11:00 am ~Worship Service

Handicapped accessible building

Meet our Church Staff       

Pastor, Rev. Susan Reichenberg
Adult Bell Choir Director, Rita Snyder

Know Your Colors Bells, Eunice Williams
Administrative Assist, Cindy Fickle

Office Assistance, Cathy Maresh
Custodian, Rob Denniston

First Presbyterian Church    52 Marshall  Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone:  517-278-6068        2nd# 517-278-7848     

Church E-mail Address: ColdwaterFPC@gmail.com
cindypresby@hotmail.com for Administrative Assistant

Website: https://www.firstprescoldwater.org

Rev. Susan Reichenberg    (567)242-8722   sreichenberg8227@gmail.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
52 MARSHALL STREET
COLDWATER, MI 49036

August 2021
NEWSLETTER


