
January 2021 Newsletter
Our Mission Statement
The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 
 of Coldwater, MI is to:
† Glorify  God by bringing others into Communion with Him,
† Nurture the spiritual, emotional, physical 
 and social needs of its congregation,
† Encourage faithful stewardship of the God given gifts of time, 
 talent, and substance, and
† Be sensitive to the needs of our greater community.

Finance Committee Report ~$$$$
**Monthly Needs for 2021 budget

Needed Monthly to meet budget:$14,095.00

Needed weekly to meet budget $3,523.75

Annual Per Capita: payment   $3,680.00

**Financial Report from : **

December 2020 Income and Expenses

Income and Donations: $7,729.46

Payments and Payroll: $13,189.17

Weekly giving~
11/29- $2,093.75
12/13- $4,171.00
12/20- $1,630.00

 * Church  Servers* 

Liturgist- January 
Jan. 3  Julie Lewis
Jan. 10 Lisa Renshaw
Jan. 17 Bruce Gregory
Jan. 24 Tarina Macklem
Jan. 31 Linda Stewart

Counters- January
Bob Stewart
Beth Montgomery

Please review the usher list on page 5. 
If there is a problem with your scheduled 
Sunday, please call the Deacon in Charge.

Remember: 
Stewardship is more than financial giving....
It is a sense of thanksgiving for all that 
God has given us.

Sunday Schedule:

10:30 am Worship Service
No coffee or Social Hour at this time.

Sunday School Schedule:

Adult Sunday School meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 am at the church

The total 2021 per capita rate is $35.23 
per person. That rate includes $8.98 for 
the Office of the General Assembly, $3.25 
for the Synod of the Covenant and $23.00 
for the presbytery.



Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church of Coldwater,

     Happy New Year!  I’m sure most, if not all, of us are hoping for a wonderful 2021 and not a 
repeat of 2020.  Yet, with God’s help we made it through 2020.  And God has a plan for us for 
2021, of that you may be sure!  Together we will discover the “New thing” God is doing in our 
midst and become part of it!  How exciting is that?  

     The Christmas season together was wonderful, and I thoroughly enjoyed the Installation 
worship service on Dec, 27, 2020.  Now it is time to look beyond and focus on God’s intentions 
for FPC Coldwater in the years ahead.

 There will be an Officer Training for new and existing officers early in the year.  We will 
begin Teams (committees) right after the New Year so that we get a running start on 2021.  And 
I hope to begin a couple of book/Bible studies during the week.  This coming year will be more 
intentional than last year was able to be and I hope that rejuvenates and inspires us for God’s 
work in our midst.

     God says “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not for harm, to give 
you a future and a hope!”  (Jeremiah 29:11).  Let’s live into this new year together that God has 
planned for us!  I’m excited about the possibilities!  You are a wonderful congregation and it is 
my pleasure to serve our mighty God with you.

     With love and good wishes for an incredible New Year,
Susan

Out with the old ... In with the new!



              
 SUMMARY, SESSION MEETING.  
THURSDAY DECEMBER 17, 2020

We had 7 of our 9 board members for a quorum.   The meeting opened with prayer at 6:10 PM
Clerk Lewis read a thank you card from Rob Deniston, thanking us for taking over while he and 
his family were sick.  We are happy to have Rob back and healthy.

Velma gave the Treasurers report for October and November.  

Pastor Susan gave her report which included putting ads in the papers for a pianist/organist.  
She also would like to get committees set up for Worship, Christian Education and Personnel.
Pastor Susan would like to plan for our Annual Meeting in May.  We would meet in the Sanctu-
ary following church services.  

Paul Hershberger gave a report concerning setting up screens and projectors so that hymns etc. 
can be projected at the front of the Sanctuary.  There was a lengthy discussion but no final ap-
proval on the project was made until the committee submits the final proposal with cost to Ses-
sion.

Velma Cole gave the Finance Committee report which included Christmas Bonus’ for the staff, 
adding Jan Breckenridge to our Counting teams and the need for an additional member for the 
Finance Committee.  Finance will meet in January to work on the 2021 budget.

We discussed whether we should continue in person services as the Presbytery suggests we no 
longer have them until March of 2021.  It was decided to continue as we have been, using the 
precautionary measures we have been.    The Congregation must remember to wear their masks 
the full time they are in the church.   We also need to not congregate after services.

A motion was made to have the Christmas Eve offering go to Jacobs Well.  
The meeting was closed at 8:50 PM.  Our next Session meeting will be January 14, 2021.

Julie Lewis
Clerk of Session

From Your 
Session...



With the new Relaunch guidelines we need 6 Ushers each Sunday. We could really use 
help in this area. So if this is a ministry that you would like to be a part,  Please consider 
volunteering!  Let the church office 517-278-6068 or Cheryl Metters 517-736-4040 know if 
you can help out and thank you in advance! 

January- Deacon in Charge: Cheryl Metters
Ushers & Greeters: 
January 3rd -Bruce Gregory, Doris Heinemann,(Calvin Hall Entrance) Need a Volunteer 
(Sanctuary Doors), Pete and Cheryl Metters (Elevator Entrance)
January 10th - Nancy and Bruce Gregory, (Elevator Entrance) Joel Rufenacht, Joe Best, 
(Sanctuary Doors)  Pete and Cheryl Metters (Calvin Hall Entrance)
January 17th -Peter and Carol Rufenacht (Calvin Hall Entrance)  and girls, (Sanctuary Doors), 
Cheryl and Peter Metters (Elevator Doors)
January 24th- Peter and Cheryl Metters (Calvin Hall Entrance), Velma and Jay Cole, 
(Elevator Entrance) Mike and Lisa Renshaw (Sanctuary Doors)
January 31st - Cheryl and Pete Metters (Elevator Entrance), Tarina Macklem, Julie Lewis, 
(Sanctuary Doors)  Need a Volunteer   , Jan Corey (Calvin Hall Entrance)

Please let the Deacon in charge know if you are unable to usher.

A big thanks to the Session members, the Deacon board, the Finance committee, the 
Technology committee and the Re-launch committee who have put in many hours 
maneuvering the church through 2020. Many decisions had to be made and all of these 
people stepped up to the plate and took care of things. 2020 has been a rather difficult year for 
all, but the leadership here at the First Presbyterian Church did not let it faze them. 
So thank you again for your leadership, your wisdom and your caring for all of us! 



Prayers: 
† Robert Cole, Jay Cole’s brother”s, family and friends as they grieve his death due to COVID.
† Jean Nelson’s family and friends as they grieve her death.
† Gladys Hershberger, Paul Hershberger’s mom, weight loss concerns
† Melissa Smith – wife of one of Cheryl Metter’s  coworkers, recently diagnosed with MS 
† Bethany Stob – Metter’s  niece, that  her new treatment for Myasthenia Gravis works.
† Diane Lickfeldt, Friend of Sally Whitten diagnosed with cancer of the liver.
† Jean Nelson’s family and friends as they grieve her death.
† Diane Lickfeldt, Friend of Sally Whitten diagnosed with cancer of the liver.
† Robert Cole, Jay Cole’s brother is on a vent fighting COVID 19 and his whole family has   
tested positive.
† Virginia Picard, Bob Montgomery’s sister, heart surgery on Dec. 15th
† Monte Reinchenberg, terribly sick.
† Dr. Stan Bushouse’s family and friends as they grieve his death.
† Paul and Cindy Wuori & family, Paul is on a ventilator at Borgess hospital. (Friends of    
the Stewarts and Fickles)
†Linda Stutz Marsha DeGroot’s friend is in Hospice care. 
†Austin Nagel, Lamar Livenspager’s friend,in Bronson Hospital following a motorcycle 
 accident last week.
† Betty Gleason, Lamar Livenspager’s  friend -surgery 11/17 & 11/19 and her recovery.
† Joe Metters, Pete Metter’s  brother, recovering from a partially detached retina surgery.
† Virginia Bell, Bruce Gregory’s sister, has started chemo for stage 4 ovarian cancer.
† Nancy Burkeen, coworker of Dennis Farwell, she’s been moved to stage 4 and is starting 
 another round of chemo.
† Carolyn (Susie) Smith, Kara Bercaw’s mother continues with  Hospice care.
† Ben Schwarts, 9 month old with many health issues. Parents are friends of the Parrs.
† Cherie Carnes, daughter-in-law of Barb Cowden, has started chemo for ovarian cancer.
† Galend Eichorn, Luella’s great grandson’s Joe’s great grandfather, many health issues.
† Paxton Jameson, Marsha Sansom’s grandson, tour of duty in Jordan.
† Julie Dunlap, cancer, Marsha Sansom’s friend, still fighting cancer.
† Darlene Loetz, cancer, Marsha Sansom’s friend, still fighting cancer.

Praises:
12-6
† Science and new discoveries
12-13
† Staying Healthy

Prayers and Praises

12-20
† Jesus Christ, our Savior! 
† Hope, Peace, Joy and Love! 
12-27
† For a new year
† Remembering the past, looking to the future



FPC Presbyterian Women
January Presbyterian Women

It is hard to believe that January is here already. The women of the First Presbyterian Church have 
been very busy.

We had a very successful drive through bake sale. Thanks to all who offered their time, talents, 
and sales to make this a great first time pre order bake sale.

We continue working on prayer shawls. We feel that this is an idea worth sharing. If you’d be 
interested in donating for the cause, please contact the Church Office, Beth Montgomery, or Linda 
Stewart. This is a wonderful mission for the women of First Presbyterian Church! 

Debra circle will begin a new study in January.  Sarah Circle will not be meeting until April 
working on a new study.

We continue to support the food pantry. There was wonderful participation from our congregation 
to help prepare Holiday boxes for distribution. They are closed for the next two weeks.  We will 
again be collecting items for the Food Pantry in January.

Stay safe! Have a wonderful New Year!
Jan Corey, Chris Doll, Beth Montgomery, Sue Paarlberg, Linda Stewart, and Pastor Susan

An Outreach update:
The family with 5 kids under the age of 2 had a good Christmas thanks to several people here 
at FPC. Books, clothing and diapers were donated for this family. Dad has been laid off due to 
the pandemic and mom had to leave her job because one the 3 month old twins has been in and 
out of the hospital. Kindness matters, and FPC has showed this family kindness and the love of 
Christ.

The Diaper Pantry
Diaper Pantry Protocol is as followers: Everyone stays in their car. Volunteers will go to 
client’s cars.  Take requests, fill it, and return the clients order to them. No need for the clients to 
come into the church. It is recommended that all volunteers wear face masks.

January
Jan. 7  Cindy and Ashlyn  Jan. 14 Beth and Jan B.
Jan. 21 Chris and Jan C  Jan. 28 Bob and Linda

FPC’s Outreach Report
Diaper Pantry Work Schedule



     BIRTHDAYS
Chad Sexton   01/12
Bob Stewart   01/13
Darryl Eichorn  01/17
Julie Zorn   01/20
Cindy Fickle   01/23
Beth Montgomery  01/29
David Best   01/29
Kaitlyn Sexton  01/31

From the Church: 
The lights continue to be left on in the church 
after the last person leaves. Please be considerate 
and make sure all doors are locked and the lights 
and fans are turned off. These are safety features 
for anyone entering the building and the building 
itself. 

Free Medical Clinic
The Presbyterian Health Clinic is working 
with a limited staff, only filling medications of 
established patients at this time. No new patients 
or doctor visits are being seen until further notice.

Patients are asked to stay in their cars and their 
medication will be taken to them. 

The clinic hours are:
Thursdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

If you have questions about the clinic you can 
call the church office during church office hours 
or the clinic during clinic hours at 
517-278-6068.

Stay safe and healthy! 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:
Jan. 3-Isa. 40:1-11, Ps. 85:1-2,8-13, 
2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:108

Jan 13- Isa. 61:1-4,8-11, Ps. 126, Luke 
1:46b-55, 1 Thess. 5:16-24, 
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Jan.20- 2 Sam. 7:1-11,16, Luke 1:46b-55, 
Ps. 89:1-4,19-26, Rom. 16:25-27, 
Luke 1:26-38

Jan 27- Isa 61:10-62:3, Ps. 148, Gal. 4:4-7, 
Luke 2:22-40

Feb. 7- Isa. 40:21-31, Ps. 147:1-11, 20c
1 Cor.9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39

Feb. 14- 2Kings 2:12 Ps. 50:1-5.
2Cor.4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9



Winter Easy “Comfort Food”  Recipes

Slow Cooker Chicken Cordon Bleu
Ingredients
    6 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves
    1 (10.75 ounce) can condensed cream of chicken soup
    1 cup milk
    4 ounces sliced ham
    4 ounces sliced Swiss cheese
    1 (8 ounce) package herbed dry bread stuffing mix
    ¼ cup butter, melted 
Directions
    Mix together the cream of chicken soup and milk in a small bowl. Pour enough of the soup into a slow cooker 
to cover the bottom. Layer chicken breasts over the sauce. Cover with slices of ham and then Swiss cheese. 
Pour the remaining soup over the layers, stirring a little to distribute between layers. Sprinkle the stuffing on 
top, and drizzle butter over stuffing. Cover, and cook on Low for 4 to 6 hours, or 2 to 3 hours on High.

Unstuffed Cabbage Roll
Ingredients
    2 pounds ground beef
    1 large onion, chopped
    1 small head cabbage, chopped
    2 (14.5 ounce) cans diced tomatoes
    1 (8 ounce) can tomato sauce
    ½ cup water
    2 cloves garlic, minced
    2 teaspoons salt
    1 teaspoon ground black pepper

Directions
Heat a Dutch oven or large skillet over medium-high heat. Cook and stir beef and onion in the hot Dutch oven 
until browned and crumbly, 5 to 7 minutes; drain and discard grease. Add cabbage, tomatoes, tomato sauce, 
water, garlic, salt, and pepper and bring to a boil. Cover Dutch oven, reduce heat, and simmer until cabbage is 
tender, about 30 minutes.



Recap on Christmas Eve
As many of you were unable to make it to the Christmas Eve service this year, because let’s face it 
2020 has not been like any year I can remember. I thought I would share a few things with you.
~Offering went to support Jacob’s Well
~Poinsettias that were left went to many that due to the pandemic have not been able to get 
out as normal.
~Another “new” was  battery operated candles that were used instead of lighting real candles, so 
CDC social distancing was observed.

~We had a total of 41 poinsettias. 
1. Christine Doll -1 a. In memory of Helen Bridges Seaman, L. Jack Bridges,  Douglas Bridges, Rhona Bridges, Leon 
Bridges,  Bill and Joann Doll
2. Lisa and Mike Renshaw -1 n memory of Harold and Marilyn Ashdown
3. Chuck and Jan Corey -2 a. In memory of our loved ones b. In honor of our family and friends
4. Rev. Susan Reichenberg- 2 a. In memory of  Dr. and Mrs. John Thompson,  Jimmy and Chuckie
 b. In memory of Wesley and Lorna Reichenberg and Kurt
5. Paul and Lorie Hershberger- 4 a. In honor of Gladys Hershberger b. In memory of James Hershberger
 c. In memory of Miriam Hershberg d. In memory of Lawrence and Rachel Ringenberg
6. Cheryl Kidle- 3 a. In memory of Pete and Mary Bodie b. In memory of  Elroy Kidle
 c. In memory of Keith and Jane Sherman
7. Ken and Cindy Fickle -2 a. In honor of our family and friends and in memory of our loved one.
 b. In honor of the kindness and generosity here at FPC.
8. Deb Semen- Scott- 2 a. In honor of the people at the tall steeple and their  ministry in the community.
 b. In memory Leonard Scott
9. Ruby Merkle-2 a. In memory of my parents, Paul and Julia Merkle b. In honor of all the wonderful people at FPC.
10. Bob Montgomery- 1 a. In memory of Dr. Stan Bushouse    
11. Pete and Cheryl Metters- 10 a.  In Memory of Bill and Fran Moore. b.  In Memory of Paul and Anne Metters.
c.  In Memory of Otto and Mae Parlier. d.  In Honor of Pastor Susan Reichenberg. 
e. In Honor of FPC session & deacons.
12. Sally Whitter-4 a. In honor of the church volunteers and all they do. b. In memory of my husband, Phil
 c. In honor of my family d. In honor of the church staff
13. LaMar Livensparger- 1 a. In memory of Susan Livensparger
14. Jay and Velma Cole- 2 a. In honor of our great grandchildren, Scarlet, Avya, Maverick and Ellie
 b. In honor of our kids and grandkids
15. Tarina Macklem- 2  a, In memory of Bud and Betty Coy (parents) b. In memory of Jim and Peggy Macklem
16. Jim and Rita Snyder- 1 a. On honor of Rev. Susan Reichenberg
17. Eunice Williams- 1 a. In honor of the First Presbyterian Church
~ Like I said 2020 has been a different year!



Kids and Adults alike Connection...





Come Join Us On Sunday

10:30 am ~Worship Service

Handicapped accessible building

Meet our Church Staff       

Pastor, Rev. Susan Reichenberg
Adult Bell Choir Director, Rita Snyder

Know Your Colors Bells, Eunice Williams
Administrative Assist, Cindy Fickle

Office Assistance, Cathy Maresh
Custodian, Rob Denniston

First Presbyterian Church    52 Marshall  Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone:  517-278-6068        2nd# 517-278-7848     

Church E-mail Address: ColdwaterFPC@gmail.com
cindypresby@hotmail.com for Administrative Assistant

Website: https://www.firstprescoldwater.org

Rev. Susan Reichenberg    (567)242-8722   sreichenberg8227@gmail.com
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52 MARSHALL STREET
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