
September  2021 Newsletter
Our Mission Statement
The mission of the First Presbyterian Church 
 of Coldwater, MI is to:
† Glorify  God by bringing others into Communion with Him,
† Nurture the spiritual, emotional, physical 
 and social needs of its congregation,
† Encourage faithful stewardship of the God given gifts of time, 
 talent, and substance, and
† Be sensitive to the needs of our greater community.

    Finance Committee Report ~$$$$
**Monthly Needs for 2021 budget

Needed Monthly to meet budget:$14,095.00

Needed weekly to meet budget $3,523.75

Annual Per Capita: payment   $3,680.00

**Financial Report from : **

September 2021 Income and Expenses

Income and Donations: $13,018.25

Payments and Payroll:  $16,957.10

Weekly giving~
8/1- $2,090.16
8/8- $2,244.16
8/15-$4,239.00
8/22-$4,187.16

Sunday Schedule:
11:00 am Worship Service

Coffee & Fellowship Hour follows 
the service

Sunday School Schedule:
Adult Sunday School meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am 

at the church

The total 2022 per capita rate is $35.23 per person. 
That rate includes $8.98 for the Office of the 
General Assembly, $3.25 for the Synod of the 

Covenant and $23.00 for the presbytery.

 * Church  Servers * 

Liturgist- September 
Sept. 5th- Cheryl Metters
Sept 12th- Doris Heinemann 
Sept. 19th- Beth Montgomery
Sept. 26th- Karen Maxson

Counters-September 
Dennis Farwell
Pete Metters
Carol Ludlow

 * Church  News * 
First Come First Serve: 
Free Clinic Wall Dividers. 
We can help load. 
Call 517-278-6068



Dear friends of First Presbyterian Church of Coldwater,
     Welcome September, as time of Homecoming, re-starts (like school) and re-envisioning!  We welcome all of 
you to commit again to worshipping God at the church, in special services, in your neighborhoods and  when 
gathered together.  We were made for worshipping the One True God and we are better when we worship 
together.
   The various Teams within the church have a number of special opportunities for you this Fall.
September 26 will begin with a special worship service called Experiential, hoping it will engage more of your 
senses then just hearing.  Later that afternoon at 4:00pm there will be the annual gathering at Pete and Cheryl 
Metters’ home, 700 Tomahawk Trail, Coldwater for a Roundup bar-b-que and entertainment from our own Monte 
Reichenberg with Cowboy stories, tall tales and personal poems.  You won’t want to miss it.  Just bring your own 
lawn chair and come enjoy and outing with friends and laughter like never before!
     Taize worship will continue on Sept. 22 at 7:30 pm.  I strongly encourage all of you to give this service a try. 
It is a short, quiet, service of song and prayer that will stir your hearts.  (It might be possible in the near future to 
begin rotating our Taize services between the Episcopal and Methodist churches.  That would be a great way to 
involve more of the community!)
     October 24 will offer a different worship experience as Walt Williams will bring the service to us in our 
sanctuary with an inspirational message and songs, while I am away.
     We are hoping in November to bring to you an opportunity for a professional photo directory of our church 
and membership.  The company requires 34 units (families or individuals) to be eligible  That means it will take 
all of us to sign up and show up for this wonderful opportunity.  I am told that we haven’t had a professional 
photo directory in 16 years.  It’s time friends!!  There is NO cost to you or the church.  You receive a FREE 
8 x 10 glossy photo and a FREE church directory for showing up and being photographed.  (The company’s 
hope is to inspire you to buy some of the photos that they take of you and your family).  BUT THERE IS 
NO OBLIGATION.  The church will receive additional directories to distribute to new members and place in 
the pews if we have the required minimum number of participants.  So please, when the time comes, sign up 
yourselves and invite your adult children with their families to come and fill out our directory!!!  Typically you 
can even have your picture taken with your favorite pet.  (At least that was true in the past.)
      Fall will also see a new adult Sunday school program and I hope to begin a hymn of the month each month to 
introduce some new hymns to the congregation with the opportunity to sing them enough to actually know them.  
     
In the Spring we are looking into having a worship service on a lakeshore, just as Jesus did.  It would be great if 
we could pick a Holy Communion Sunday!!  (It’s very inspirational and I hope you will love it!)
What are  your thoughts?  Do  you still have favorite hymns that you would like us to use for Sunday worship?  
Please let me know!!  We want to have inspired worship services for all of you!  Be blessed my friends!
In Christ’s holy name, and for His Kingdom,
Susan R



Obituary of Sarah (Sally) Fulton Nettleman
Sarah was born in Toledo, Ohio on November 12, 1923 to Helen & Harris T. Fulton. She received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Education from The University of Toledo in 1945 and then taught for 5 years in 
Oregon, Ohio at Clay High School. In 1950, Sarah received her Master’s Degree in Mathematical Education 
from The University of Michigan and then taught in Hillsdale, Michigan at Hillsdale High School. In 1953, 
she met and married William Edward Nettleman, M.D. of Coldwater. They were married for 62 years before he 
passed away. She served as a Director of Century Bank & Trust and also served two terms as an Elder of First 
Presbyterian Church of Coldwater, MI. 
Sarah is survived by their four children: Robert Harris (Kathryn) Nettleman, M.D. of Frankenmuth, MI; Mary 
Dekker Nettleman, M.D. (Scott Maxwell) of Sioux Falls, SD; James Fulton (Cheryl) Nettleman of Lafayette, IN; 
and David Thompson Nettleman of Plymouth, MI. She also leaves six grandchildren and eight great grandchil-
dren. She loved living in Coldwater  and had many friends there. 
A service will be held at the First Presbyterian Church of Coldwater on Friday, September 3, 2021 at 11:00 am. 
Visitation will be prior to the service beginning at 10:00 am.
Memorials are suggested to the Presbyterian Health Clinic of Branch County; 15 Church Street; Coldwater, MI 
49036.

We extend the comfort and consolation of the Gospel 
to the family and friends of 

Sarah (Sally ) Fulton Nettleman
November 12, 1923- August 22, 2021



From Your  Session...
SUMMARY FOR SESSION MEETING, THURSDAY AUGUST 19, 2021

We had 5 of our 9 board members at the meeting and Deacon Rep. Bob Montgomery.  We were 
able to have a quorum.

Moderator Reichenberg opened with prayer then led the book discussion by various members of 
Session.

The meeting then opened at 6:40 PM with the approval of agenda and the approval of the min-
utes from the July 22, 2021 meeting.

Velma gave the Treasurers report and once again reminded the board that they must keep an eye 
on the budgets.  
Bob Montgomery gave the Deacons Report stating that home communion packets have been 
made up and shut ins are being contacted.

Pastor Susan gave her report.  Her report includes: 
 -There will be a Taizé services once a month through December.  She has been in contact with 
St Marks and the United Methodist Church to join in on these services. 
 
 -We are looking at a lake side worship service next spring at the Metter’s home. 
 
 -It was agreed to invite Walt Williams, who sang at Luella Senker’s Memorial, to do a service 
for us.  The fee for this service has been donated by anonymous donors.  This service will take 
place Sunday October 24th as our regular church service.

 -We are looking to do a professional pictorial directory for the church and congregation 
hopefully in November. To do this we need 34 families to participate.

 -It was agreed to continue the on- line services for those unable to come to church.  We need to 
check with Paul Hershberger to see that this will continue.

Bob Montgomery updated us on the new phone system.  We have had a few glitches and they are 
working to get these fixed.

Bruce Gregory submitted his report of the Personnel Committee with the hiring of Amber Henry 
who will take over for Cindy when she retires as of January of 2023.

Our next meeting will be Thursday September 23, 2021

Julie Lewis
Clerk of Session



September Deacon in Charge: Sue Paarlberg
Ushers & Greeters: 
Sept. 5- Don and Sue Paarlberg
Sept. 12- Bob and Linda Stewart
Sept. 19- Bob and Beth Montgomery
Sept. 26- 

Note: If service is in Sanctuary, one usher at the front and one at the back. If in Fellowship Hall, 
one by the kitchen, one by the ramp.

Please let the Deacon in charge know if you are unable to usher.

Communion Dates: 
September 12
October 3rd
October 31- Reformation Sunday
November 7th
November 21- Christ the King Sunday
December 5th
December 24
January 9, 2022



Presbyterian Women
September 2021

  Deborah circle meets on the second Monday of the month at 10:00 am. Sarah Circle meets the 
second Tuesday at 3:00 pm. Sarah Circle decided to meet at 3:00 to make it easier for all of us 
to get there. You can always join us for Bible study and fellowship.

Anyone can help the Presbyterian Women by making Prayer Shawls. Upstairs in the room 
across from the choir room are two containers. One is for finished shawls. Right now we have 
several in the tub. If you know someone who needs  a prayer shawl, let Cindy or 
Beth Montgomery know you are taking one and who will receive the shawl. If you would like 
to make a shawl, there is another tub upstairs that has donated yarns and patterns for shawls. 
These are for making shawls. Please feel free to make a shawl and donate it to carry on this 
ministry.

Be thinking ahead and mark your calendar~ 
The P.W. will have a fall Bake Sale on November 21st. 2021 following the worship service. 
This is the Sunday before Thanksgiving. So be thinking about what goodies you would like to 
make and donate.

We have also been working on plans for our Christmas Tea and Boutique 2021. We 
have had a Christmas Tea for over 20 years, missing the COVID year 2020.  
The boutique was added to the event in 2017. 

The day for the Tea has been set for Tuesday December 7th. Please be thinking about ideas and 
even start working on projects for the boutique. 

Suggested items: Theme Gift Baskets (i.e. Movie night, coffee mornings, Pampering, Game 
night, etc.) wreaths, small crafts and small Christmas Trees. The church already has some 
Christmas trees if you wish to take one and decorate it If you have any questions please call 
Beth Montgomery or Linda Stewart. 

.
Presbyterian Women: Jan Corey, Chris Doll, Carol Ludlow, Beth Montgomery, Sue Paarlberg, 
Linda Stewart



Prayers For:
†Jessica Hayes, Tina Smith’s niece.
† Diana Enzo, friend of Pastor Susan, as she grieves the death of her husband, Mike.
† Gladys Hershberger’s family and friends, Paul Hershberger’s mom, as they grieve her death.
† Margaret Fansler, friend of Pastor Susan’s, for continued healing from open heart surgery.
† Darryl, Holly and Joe Eichorn as they grieve the death of Daryl’s dad, Galen Eichorn.
† Anthony Snowend, Betty Gleason’s 20 year old nephew, having heart health issues.
† Danny DeGroot, (a client’s husband of Cheryl Metters) chemo treatment for 
 esophageal and stomach cancer.
† Lucas Smith, (11 year old 5th grader) Betty Gleason’s great grandson, friend of 
 Lamar Livenspager, is in treatment for stage 3 cancer.
† Nancy Corwin, knee problems, and heart issues.
† Colleen Hoffman, a good friend of the Metters, was just diagnosed with MS.
† Nancy Burkeen, coworker of Dennis Farwell, continues stage 4 cancer treatments with   
mixed results.
† Bethany Stob, Cheryl Metter’s  niece, that  her new treatment for Myasthenia Gravis works.

Praises For: 
8-1
† Some normals! 
† Our church committees
† Friendships
† The beauty all around us...and thanking God when we take the time to notice.
† My bat squad! 
8-8
† Those who are always there for you.
† Letting go of chaos and welcoming the peace.
8-15
† Everyone safety during the storms. Praise God! Amen!
† The storm clean up crews who have put in endless hours this last week.
8-22
† Thanks to the church’s storm clean up crew of Bob S., Bob M. and Bruce.
† The many that came from surrounding states to help with the power outages.

Prayers and Praises



Food Pantry
Food Pantry food donations to date equals 633 pounds of food.

We are amazed at our participation of the Food Pantry. Your generosity each week to help the 
people who need this support is wonderful. Thank you so  much. 

September’s starts our CAKE MIX  CHALLENGE kick off. Once again we will be collecting 
cake mixes for the Holiday Food Pantry boxes. We need to collect 1100 total cake mixes 
between now and the beginning of November.  You can start bring in your mixes September 5th. 
Thanks for all you do in this endeavor...

Let the challenge begin!

Diaper Pantry
We are always looking for volunteers for the Diaper Pantry. We have a schedule that we post 
in the newsletter and the bulletin. You could volunteer for one Thursday a month or every two 
months. It is two hours, 4:00 to 6:00 on a Thursday. One person takes the information and the 
other person fills the diaper needs.  Please let Beth Montgomery know if you’d like to volunteer 
for this ministry.

The Diaper Pantry  has provided 309 children packages of diapers and wipes, 
23 adult diaper packages in 2021

Diaper Pantry Work Schedule- September
Sept. 2nd- Beth and Jan B
Sept. 9th- Bob and Linda
Sept. 16th - Cindy and Ashlyn
Sept. 23rd- Jan C. and Chris
Sept. 30th- Dean and Lois

Outreach



     
BIRTHDAYS

Renee Coleman    09/09
Megan Rufenacht  09/15
Roy Murphy       09/16
Cheryl Kidle     09/19
Rita Snyder      09/20
Joe Eichorn      09/21

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day:
Sept 5th- Prov. 22:1-2,8-9,22-23, Ps. 125, 
Isa 35:4-7a, Ps. 146, James 2:1-17, 
Mark 7:24-37

Sept. 12th - Prov. 1:20-33, Ps. 19, Isa. 
50:4-9a, Ps. 116:1-9, James 3:1-12, Mark 
8:27-38

Sept. 19th - Prov. 31:10-31, Ps. 1, 
Jer. 11:18-20, Ps. 54, James 3:13-4:3,7-8a, 
Mark 9:30-37

Sept. 26th -Esth. 7:1-6,9-10, 9:20-22, Os. 
124,Num. 11:4-6,10-16,24-29, Ps. 19:7-14, 
James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50

Session Board Members

Class 2022
Chris Doll   517-278-5259
Dennis Farwell  517-767-4251
Peter Metters  313-244-1570

Class 2023
Paul Hershberger  903-767-3332
Velma Cole   517-639-7272
Linda Stewart  517-617-1399

Class 2024
Jan Breckenridge  517-317-2554
Cliff Parr   517-639-4827
Julie Lewis   517-278-2647

Corporate board
President- Linda Stewart 
Treasurer-Velma Cole  
Secretary- Julie Lewis

Corporate Trustee
Dennis Farwell 
Paul Hershberger 
Chris Doll

Deacon Board Members 
Class 2022
Cheryl Metters  517-736-4040
Bob Stewart   517-617-0626

Class 2023
Bob Montgomery  517-278-5028

Class 2024
Karen Maxson  248-496-9413
Sue Paarlberg  517-279-7731
Lisa Renshaw  517-278-8070



Apple Pie Cupcakes with Cinnamon Buttercream
Ingredients
1 package yellow cake mix (regular size)
2 tablespoons butter
4 medium tart apples, peeled and finely chopped (about 4 cups)
3/4 cup packed brown sugar
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1 tablespoon water

Directions
Prepare and bake cake mix according to package directions for cupcakes.
In a large skillet, heat butter over medium heat. Add apples and brown sugar; cook and stir until apples are ten-
der, 10-12 minutes. In a small bowl, mix cornstarch and water until smooth; stir into pan. Bring to a boil; cook 
and stir until thickened, 1-2 minutes. Remove from heat; cool completely.
Using a paring knife, cut a 1-in.-wide cone-shaped piece from top of each cupcake; discard removed portion. 
Fill cavity with apple mixture.
In a large bowl, combine the 5 frosting ingredients; beat until smooth. Frost cupcakes. If desired, top with apple 
slices to serve.

Grilled Cheese, Bacon and Oven-Dried Tomato Sandwich
Ingredients
6 tablespoons butter, softened, divided
8 slices sourdough bread
1/2 cup shredded sharp white cheddar cheese
1/2 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
1/2 cup shredded Gruyere cheese
3 tablespoons mayonnaise
3 tablespoons finely shredded Manchego or Parmesan cheese
1/8 teaspoon onion powder
4 ounces Brie cheese, rind removed, sliced
Directions
Spread 3 tablespoons butter on one side of each slice of bread. Place bread, butter side down, in a large skillet 
or electric griddle over medium-low heat until golden brown, 2-3 minutes; remove. In a small bowl, combine 
cheddar, Monterey Jack and Gruyere. In another bowl, mix together remaining 3 tablespoons butter, mayon-
naise, Manchego cheese and onion powder.
To assemble sandwiches, top toasted side of 4 bread slices with sliced brie and tomatoes. Sprinkle a portion of 
the cheddar cheese mixture evenly over brie; add fried onion rings. Sprinkle with the remaining cheddar cheese 
mixture and add bacon; top with remaining bread slices, toasted side facing inwards. Spread the butter-mayon-
naise mixture on the outsides of each sandwich. Place in same skillet and cook until golden brown and cheese is 
melted, 5-6 minutes on each side. Serve immediately.

FROSTING:
1 cup butter, softened
3 cups confectioners’ sugar
2 tablespoons heavy whipping cream
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1-1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
Thinly sliced apples, optional





Kids and Kids Alike! 





Come Join Us On Sunday

11:00 am ~Worship Service
Coffee and Fellowship hour follows.

Handicapped accessible building

Meet our Church Staff       

Pastor, Rev. Susan Reichenberg
Administrative Assist, Cindy Fickle

Custodian, Rob Denniston

First Presbyterian Church    52 Marshall  Street, Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone:  517-278-6068        2nd# 517-278-7848     

Church E-mail Address: ColdwaterFPC@gmail.com
cindypresby@hotmail.com for Administrative Assistant

Website: https://www.firstprescoldwater.org

Rev. Susan Reichenberg    (567)242-8722   sreichenberg8227@gmail.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
52 MARSHALL STREET
COLDWATER, MI 49036
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